Monday, December 20, 2004
Revelation 6:1-8:5

[Now we come to the parts of Revelation that are the most debated by various scholars and denominations. We don’t have the space in Digging Deeper to explore all of the various interpretations of each vision, so our journey will be just a scratch over the surface of possibilities. Perhaps one day we will all be able to do an in-depth study of each.]

The first 4 seals are thought to concern judgments upon the earth. As if to demonstrate the differences of opinion on the meaning of Revelation, some scholars believe that the rider of the white horse represents Christ, while others think that he represents the ultimate antichrist. Taken together, the first four seals seem to say that there will be conquest, war, famine, and death—all during the time of the antichrist’s power. These symbols, though they seem to refer to the end times before Christ’s appearance, are general to the point that throughout the centuries since John’s writing, many people of many times observing the condition of their world have believed that surely Jesus must be about to return.

Though we can know that today we are much closer to Jesus’ return than was John, the important thing here is not the date, or even the events. Note that it is Jesus who keeps things under control. He is the only One able to open the symbolic seals of the book and He also controls the extent to which Satan and the antichrist will be able to pursue their evil goal. Though we may wonder why Satan is allowed to roam our world at all, we can be certain that we live in the arms of our Savior who will never let us go, no matter what happens around us. 

Verses 9-11 concern the fifth seal. That assurance that the martyrs will stand before God is probably of less significance to us than to the readers of John’s time. Remember that many of them were facing the very real threat of martyrdom. John’s vision assured them of Jesus’ love and their ultimate place. Though in our country, we enjoy the freedom to express our faith, martyrdom is still suffered by Christians around the world. It is unfortunate that we hear so little about it. 


The rest of chapter 6 refers to an earthquake and its natural effect upon the sky. It could be literal or symbolic, but the passage makes it concerns a supernatural event.  Life itself must have seemed like a great earthquake for the Christians of John’s time. Their faith was such a great joy in their lives, and yet now it seemed that terror and death loomed ahead. Children, spouses, cousins, friends, and parents were arrested and facing execution for refusing to worship a megalomaniac seated on the throne in Rome. John’s vision tells them that in the end, there will be an earthquake sent from God, and it will consume their enemies. 


In chapter 7, it is highly doubtful that “144,000” refers to a literal number, but is probably another number indicating the completeness of God’s plan. This chapter also is a time of explanation and proclamation of God’s power in the lives of men and His salvation for all who are faithful. The last few verses of today’s reading close the time of quiet in heaven and on earth. 
[image: image1.png]



